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Monday 29th January, Lecture 1: 
Bystanders and the Holocaust in Poland

 
The focus of this lecture will be on ‘bystanders’, that is, people who found themselves, usually without any conscious choice or decision of their own, faced with 
one of the most difficult of challenges: how to respond to mass murder which happened, quite literally, right in front of them. This aspect of the history of the 

Holocaust - which occurred in those unfortunate geographical locations where the Germans decided to implement the ‘Final Solution’ and where Jewish victims 
encountered not only the perpetrators but also other witnesses to their fate - is one of the most contentious and hotly debated fields of contemporary historical 

research. In Poland, under the German occupation, remaining an indifferent ‘bystander’ to the ongoing extermination was simply impossible. Some people 
helped the Jews, some hurt them, others shut their eyes and refused to watch. But no-one could remain apart from what was going on.

 

Tuesday 30th January, Lecture 2: 
The Polish ‘Blue’ Police and its Role in the Imple-

mentation of the ‘Final Solution’
 

In September 1939, after four weeks of valiant but hopeless struggle against the vastly superior German forces, the Polish state collapsed. Nevertheless, some 
of its institutions, such as the police, had to be revived by the occupiers. During the first months of occupation the ranks of  the Polish ‘Blue’ Police grew quickly 

reaching at its peak in 1943 more than 20,000 people, mostly pre-war police officers. The ‘blue’ police became the only militarized and armed Polish force which 
the Germans allowed to continue in occupied Poland. From the very beginning of the occupation, the Polish officers of the ‘Blue’ police were involved in the 

enforcement of anti-Jewish measures and regulations introduced by the Germans. With time, they became an important, often indispensable, element in the 
German machine of extermination of the Jews.

 

Tuesday 30th January, 2-4pm, Masterclass
New Sources, New Questions: 

History of the Holocaust in the 
light of new archival evidence

Masterclass will be in A115 Samuel Alexander Building 


