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Monday 30 January Lecture 1. 
Unfinished Hero: Dietrich Bonhoeffer in History

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is arguably the most well-known Christian “hero” of the Holocaust. Yet in the reception of him there has always been 
a gulf between Christians and Jews, as well as among theologians, Holocaust scholars, and historians. Dr. Barnett will give an overview 
of the reception history, including recent works that have sought to give a new portrait of Bonhoeffer, with a special focus on the issues 
of greatest historical contention: his attitudes toward Jews and his role in the German resistance.  She contends that in a very real sense 

Bonhoeffer remains an “unfinished” hero, and that post-Holocaust attempts to complete the picture may have obscured his true historical 
and theological significance. She will conclude with some observations about how and where “the historical Bonhoeffer” might be 

recovered.

Tuesday 31 January Lecture 2. 
International Responses from Catholics, Jews and 

Protestants during the Holocaust
With the exception of the debates about Pius XII, little scholarly attention has been given to the very diverse reactions among international 
religious leaders to the persecution and genocide of the European Jews. Dr. Barnett will discuss the very different, sometimes surprising, 

responses of religious leaders in Europe and North America, offering a close-up view of the central roles played by several fascinating 
individuals as well as an overview of the broader motives that shaped the actions of Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish leaders and 

organizations. She will conclude with some observations about how their engagement laid the foundation for interfaith work after 1945.

Tuesday 31 January 2-4pm. Masterclass: 
The U.S Holocaust Memorial Museum: History, 
National Context, and the emergence of Holocaust Studies

Established through a congressional mandate in 1978, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum opened its doors in 1993. Since 
then it has received over 40 million visitors, including 99 heads of state and more than ten million school children. Dr. Barnett will discuss 

the Museum’s historical role amidst the changing face of Holocaust and genocide studies over the decades.
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